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An investigation by the constituent congress (CCD) into allegations of Army involvement in
the July 1992 abduction and murder of a university professor and nine students has provoked
a tense conflict between opposition legislators and military leaders. During an April 2 session
of the CCD, deputy Henry Pease presented an anonymous document that accused the Army of
responsibility for the July 18, 1992, disappearance of the ten victims. The ten were abducted from the
Enrique Guzman y Valle University, also known as the "La Cantuta" campus, 40 km. east of Lima
(for previous coverage see NotiSur 04/06/93). In response, the CCD's human rights commission
called for an investigation into the case, with a report to be presented within 30 days. In April 20
testimony before members of the CCD's human rights commission, army chief Gen. Nicolas de
Bari Hermoza condemned the investigation, which he characterized as an attempt to "slander"
the military. Hermoza said the document presented by Pease had been "forged," adding that a
small group of legislators "in search of fame" were pursuing the investigation with the sole purpose
of damaging the reputation of the armed forces. Hermoza warned that he would not tolerate a
campaign to slander the military: "Some [legislators] have misinterpreted or confused things
and suppose, wrongly, that my attitude of respect toward the constituent congress provides them
with a carte blanche to trample and damage the armed forces which I represent. This attempt,
which could endanger the stability of the country and the consolidation of the current reforms,
will not be permitted under any circumstances." Hermoza said the abduction of the ten from La
Cantuta was carried out by "third parties with no connection to the military hierarchy." He insisted
that no incursion onto the university campus had been ordered for that day by the military high
command. The campus has been the site of numerous occupations and incursions by the military
since President Alberto Fujimori's "auto-golpe" on April 5, 1992. Members of the opposition in the
CCD strongly protested Hermoza's statements, characterizing them as "deliberative," and thus
prohibited under constitutional restrictions on military involvement in politics. Pease, from the
Democratic Movement of the Left (Movimiento Democratico de Izquierda), said the statement
amounted to an attempt by the military to "give an ultimatum to the congress, forcing us to behave
the way the government wants." The following day, in a demonstration of support for Hermoza,
dozens of armored vehicles led by at least eight tanks drove through the streets of Lima, parking
in a circle around the building where a meeting of the joint chiefs was being held. Following the
meeting, the top military leaders issued a communique expressing their complete support for
Hermoza and his declarations before the congressional commission. The communique accused the
opposition legislators of attempting to limit the military's "capacity to confront terrorism" and of
acting "like allies of the internal enemy," in reference to the Sendero Luminoso rebels. Following the
display of military force, Fujimori delivered a brief message to the nation stating that the war effort
must be concentrated against Sendero Luminoso, rather wasted in conflicts between the military
and the legislature. Fujimori reiterated the importance of "full autonomy" for the CCD. However,
he added that "no one has the right to try to discredit an institution which works for the pacification
of the country." Acting US assistant secretary of state for Inter-American Affairs Bernard Aronson
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spoke with Fujimori by telephone to express the US government's "concern" over the military's
"unacceptable attempt to intimidate the congress." Opposition legislators called for Defense
Minister Gen. Victor Malca to explain the show of force, Hermoza's "threatening statements"
against the human rights commission, and the accusation of their complicity with Sendero.
Meanwhile, in statements to reporters after meeting with Malca, CCD president Jaime Yoshiyama
a member of the pro- government Cambio 90-New Majority coalition said the congress plans to
carry on with the investigations "until the very end, no matter what the consequences." He added
that the decision to pursue the investigation into the disappearances "demonstrated that there is no
intimidation, that the congress will fulfill its duties, and that it has absolute autonomy." (Sources:
Notimex, 04/15/93, 04/20/93; Spanish news service EFE, 04/12/93, 04/16/93, 04/20-23/93; Agence
France-Presse, 04/20-23/93; Associated Press, 04/22/93)
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